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Grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The “Christmas” season continues to creep earlier and earlier.  Radio stations devoted     
themselves to Christmas/winter music weeks before trick-or-treaters roamed the streets.  It won’t 
be long before the annual cavalcade of Christmas movies overwhelm television.  My wife will 
compel (Oops, I mean “invite.”) me to join her in watching “White Christmas” and “Christmas in 
Connecticut” once again.  I, on the other hand, prefer the true classics like “Christmas Vacation.”  
Then, there is “A Christmas Story,” not only a Christmas favorite but an all-time favorite.  I even 
had a miniature version of a certain “Italian” (i.e. fragilé) major award sitting on my desk at 
home. 

In “A Christmas Story,” the main protagonist, nine-year-old Ralph, devotes himself to      
assuring that he will receive the perfect Christmas gift an “official Red Ryder, carbine action, 200
-shot, range model air rifle, with a compass in the stock and this thing that tells time.”  He sneaks 
an advertisement into each of his parents magazines.  He writes an essay on the virtues of the Red 
Ryder air rifle for a homework assignment.  He “casually” mentions that a friend saw a bear 
downtown (in Gary, Indiana!).  Although several vignettes help to revive nostalgia for the old 
days, the central theme is Ralph’s devotion to what he expects as the greatest manifestation of 
Christmas. 

What do we expect?  The Christmas feast was set aside by the Church as an opportunity to 
celebrate that God became one of us in Jesus Christ, and that he did so that we who are made in 
his image can reclaim our “godliness.”  In the early days, Methodism emphasized the importance 
of holiness – personally and socially.  Even today, those preparing to be ordained must affirm 
they are “moving on to perfection” and expect that it is possible to experience perfection in this 
life with God’s help.  Over the years, the centrality of holiness or Christian perfection or        
sanctification has faded in the Church.  In many ways it has become an ideal that we don’t really 
expect to transpire in our own lives or the world. 

In “A Christmas Story,” Ralph never gave up.  He kept planting the seeds.  When his mother 
told him he’d shoot his eye out, he persisted.  When his teacher told him that he’d shoot his eye 
out, he persisted.  When Santa told him he’d shoot his eye out, he persisted.  He persisted not 
only hope; but he persisted in sharing that hope with others so that his hope might manifest itself 
on Christmas morning. 

 
 

(Continued on  page 2) 
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11Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; 12the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light;                

13let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and   
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 

                   Romans 13:11-14 
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Members & Friends 
Sandra Baxter 
Violet Collier 
Joe Hunt 

Lela Lameyer 
Lyons Meyers 
Marlene Meyers 
Deanna Morgan 
Jim & Barb Whitlock 
 

 
Military Personnel 
Sean Conderman 
Tamara Duke 
Dan Harter 
Mark Kincaide  
 

Mission  
Pastor Kim & the Next  
Generation Ministry 
 

Those Who Mourn 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  If you have prayer concerns that you 
wish to express, please fill out a prayer request card located in 
the Prayer Chapel.  Please indicate how you would like your re-
quest shared via the check boxes at the bottom of the card and 
then place the concerns in the request box.  You may also  email 
your prayer requests to the secretary who will pass it on the 
Prayer Chain. 

The busyness and commercialism that accompanies our 
experience in the world regarding Christmas and what to 
expect can cause us to rethink the hope of actually           
encountering Jesus or experiencing holiness in this life.  So 
many things can serve to dissuade us from that “unrealistic” 
hope.  It can come from those who hope to protect us, as 
with a warning about shooting our eye out. 

I can promise that finding Jesus on Christmas morning 
(or any day) will not put your eye out.  But will we persist?  
During the Advent season of preparation in which we     
anticipate Christ’s return, will we lay out our expectations 
that holiness and encounter with Jesus is really possible?  
Will we drop clues for others hoping they too will begin to 
hope in the unrealistic? 

Watch the movies and sing the songs.  Enjoy them.  
Most of all, actively hope to meet Jesus this season. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

Rev. Mark Harkness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to join us for the second, third, and fourth 
Sundays of Advent for Holy Communion at 8:30 am.  
There will be a brief service before Sunday School.  For 
the first week of Advent, Holy Communion will be during 
our regular worship time.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Invite 

someone 

to church 

during the  

Advent & 

Christmas 

Season.   

It could 

become a 

habit!   

Advent Bible Study 
 

Pastor Mark Harkness will be leading an Advent 
Bible Study entitled “Pauses for Advent,” on  
Mondays, December 2—December 23.  Sessions 
are at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.   
 

The book focuses on one biblical word of wonder 
for each day of Advent, inviting individuals into a 
deeper understanding of Advent.  We will  explore 
the lives and thoughts of 4 characters in the 

Christmas story, encouraging us to immerse ourselves in the   
dramatic story.  
 

Books are also available on ePub or Kindle for $4.99.  Follow 
the link below to order on line. 
https://upperroombooks.com/book/pauses-for-advent/  

https://upperroombooks.com/book/pauses-for-advent/
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Rock River Valley Food Pantry 
 

 

Feeding Rockford One Meal At A Time 
 

Thank you for your continued support of 
the Rock River Valley Food Pantry.  The 
panty currently serves approximately 6,800 
clients per month.  You can help by bring-
ing your non-perishable foods and placing 
them in the basket located in the foyer of 
the church.   

 

CURRENT NEEDS LIST 

Canned Fruit                Applesauce           100% Juice                             
Canned Vegetables      Pasta and Rice      Cereal 
Peanut Butter               Tuna                      Soup  
 

PEANUT BUTTER ENDOWMENT 

The Rock River Food Pantry also has a Peanut Butter            
Endowment program in which charitable contributions of     
property, assets or funds are placed.  Endowments are creat-
ed for non-profit organizations in support of a specific goal.  
The Peanut Butter Endowment was created to purchase food 
to      distribute to our clients.  Join in this valuable cause by 
making a one-time or recurring donation. You may go to the 
web site at http://www.rrvp.org/peanut-butter-endowment/ 
and view the brochure outlining the program and you can 
donate on line.    
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Methodist Women 
 

The women met on November 
10th following worship.  We were 
reminded of the fact that the  
Conference date was changed and 
we were encouraged to attend. 
The following is some of the 
things we do as Methodist    
Women. 

 

 We continue to pass the container for money for  
the Food Pantry. The need for food is year round.   

 We committed to providing Christmas stockings to the 
Rock House Kids as we have done for several years.  
This year we are collecting 200 stockings and we will  
deliver them to RHK's on December 2nd.  Those       
interested in going with us should contact-Donna Layng.  

 We will have our annual Cookie Walk on December 
8th, before and after worship. We appreciate the fact 
that all members of our  congregation contribute by   
donating cookies, candies or breads and then purchase 
those items brought by others.  

 Our annual Christmas Party will be on December 8th at 
12:30 at  Kathy  Sundberg’s home.  She and Pat Newell 
will again host this event. Kathy's address is 6645 
Finchham Drive in Rockford. All women are invited to 
attend for a time of food and fellowship. Please let 
Kathy (815-988-4536) or Pat (815-871-1445) know if 
you plan to attend so they will know how to plan for the 
food.  Instead of our usual gift exchange we have      
decided to take up a free-will cash donation and        
purchase gift cards for a charity to be decided at that 
time.  

 

This is just a few of the things that 
we do.  Join us at our next meeting 
on January 12 following worship 
and see for yourself how the  
Methodist Women work to help 
our church and our community. 
All women (and Pastor Mark) are 
invited to attend.  
 

Donna Layng 

The Methodist Women Annual Cookie Walk is 
on December 8, before & after worship.  Get 
your Christmas cookies and treats for only $5 
per pound.  Pick up plenty for hostess gifts and 
for your own eating  pleasure!   

We are collecting  200 NEW  
Christmas Stockings  

Stockings will be given to the Rock 
House Kids* and the staff will stuff 

them with gifts and candy. 
Please bring your new Christmas  

stockings to the church no later than 
November 29.  We will deliver the 

stockings on  
December 2. 

 
*Rock House Kids is a non-profit  
organization that helps at risk kids 
in the area, ages 5 to 18. 
See Donna Layng for details. 

CV METHODIST 

Christmas Shoe Box Update 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!   
 

Thank to the congregation for  generously 
donating the filled  boxes and money for 
the 44 boxes that we were able to ship for 
this year’s campaign.  A special thank you 
to the Methodist Women’s group and to 
the United Methodist Men’s group. With 
your generous donations, we were able to 
send an extra $185 to the Samaritan’s 
Purse Mission Fund. 

 

You may go on line at https://
www.samaritanspurse.org to read more 
about the works of this organization.     
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December  
Worship Leader  

Schedule 

Sunday 
December 1 

Sunday 
December 8  

Sunday 
December 15 

Sunday 
December 22 

December 24 
Christmas Eve  

Sunday 
December 29  

Liturgist Sue Layng Charlie Schnuckel Janet Bryant Amy Flood Pastor Mark Scott Layng 

Greeter Team Judy Krunfus 
Patty Campbell 

Jane & LaVern 
Neff 

Mary Wilson 
Kathy Sundberg 

Charlie Schnuckel 
 

Jim Bryant Jim & Pat 
Newell 

Usher Volunteer Dave Ward Dave Ward Keith Burritt Volunteer Chris Flood 

Media Andrew Schwartz Patricia Irps Patricia Irps Matthew Hartman None Patricia Irps 

 Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December  
Birthdays 
 

5 Nicholas Mungor 
6 Delilah Herold 
10 Carolyn Kloss 
13 Lynn Berg 
14 Bill Harned 
16 Craig Wilt 
17 Lela Lameyer 
19 Karen Harter 

20  Veronica Layng 
22 Lynn Brown 
23 Colleen O’Kane 
26 Ann Harned 
 Janell Richards 
29 Ida Mae Fox 
 

December 
Anniversaries 
3 Lyons & Marlene Meyers 
29 Ryan & Jamie Spears 

There is still time to order poinsettias for Christmas to 
honor your loved ones and to decorate the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  You may call Barb Anderson at 815-332-
5226 by December 2 to place your order or if you have 
an order form you may give it to her.  The cost is $9.50 
each and you have a choice of red, red/white variegated 
or white.   Order forms are still available from the 
church office. 

Spiritual Insights 
 

By Jim Whitlock 
 

If your heart is sad and lonely, do you feel that no one cares?  
That the burdens you are carrying are too heavy for you?  Do 
you feel that there is no one to comfort or care for you? 
 

Then reach out and touch the Savior as He goes by. 
 

About 200 years ago, Bartimaus, a blind man, was laid out on 
his carpet by the side of the road begging.  One day he heard 
a great commotion go by.  He wondered who was passing by.  
The crowd told him, “It is Jesus coming!”  Bartimaus called 
out to Jesus repeatedly until Jesus asked him “What do you 
want me to do for you?”  Bartimaus said, “Let me see again.”  
Jesus healed him and told him “Your faith has healed you.”   
 

Again, while Jesus was walking in a crowd to raise a ruler’s 
dead child, a woman who had an issue of blood for 12 years 
crawled up behind him and touched his cloak.  She said to 
herself “If only I could touch the hem of his garment, I would 
become whole.”   When Jesus felt the woman touch the back 
of his cloak, He turned around to see who it was.  He saw the 
woman and said to her “Daughter, your faith has made you 
whole.”   
 

Reach out and touch the Lord 

when He passes by.  He will 

always hear your heart’s cry.  

He is never too busy to answer 

your cries.   

The following is an excerpt from a thank you letter we received 
from the Rock River Valley Food Pantry for the food that we 
donated as a result of the kids annual Trick or Treat for the 
Pantry on October 27.   Thank you for your care and concern 
for those who are hungry.   

November 5, 2019 
 
Dear Pastor Harkness and Congregation, 
 
Thank you for your gift of food to the Rock River Valley Food 
Pantry!  We are grateful for those that share our commitment to 
helping those who are food insecure in our community. Your 
donation of 113 pounds of food plays a big part in fulfilling that 
commitment.  Thank you for being part of our team! 
 
Kim Adams-Bakke 
Executive Director  
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Upcoming Sermons  
 
 

Below is a schedule of the sermons and scripture readings 
that Pastor Mark will be presenting.  To  prepare yourself, 
please read the scriptures beforehand.  Printed copies of 
Pastor Mark’s sermons are available on the church      
website (cherryvalleyumc.com). Click the worship tab. 
 

December 1 Advent 1 ..... A Geography of Salvation—Series 1 
Call to Worship ................ Psalm 122 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14 
Gospel .............................. Matthew 24:36-44 
Message ............................ A Pending Invitation  
 

December 8 Advent 2  .... A Geography of Salvation—Series 2 
Call to Worship ................ Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15;4-13 
Gospel .............................. Matthew 3:1-12 
Message ............................ A Tangible Hope 
 

December 15 Advent 3 ... A Geography of Salvation—Series 3 
Call to Worship ................ Luke 1:47-55 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10 
Gospel .............................. Matthew 11:2-11 
Message ............................ A Desert in Bloom 
 

December 22 Advent 4 ... A Geography of Salvation—Series 4 
Call to Worship ................ Psalm 80:1-7 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 7:10-16 
Gospel .............................. Matthew 1:18025 
Message ............................ Somewhere Between Heaven & Hell 
 

December 24 ................... A Geography of Salvation—Series 5 
Call to Worship ................ Psalm 96 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 9:2-7 
Gospel .............................. Luke 2:1-20 
Message ............................ A Feast of Light 
 

December 29 ................... A Geography of Salvation—Series 6 
Call to Worship ................ Psalm 148 
Scripture Lesson ............... Isaiah 63:7-9 
Gospel .............................. Matthew 2:13-23 
Message ............................ When God Walks the Earth 
 

Pastor Mark’s Office Hours: 

Mondays—9:30 am - 1 pm 

Wednesdays– 9:30– noon 

Working from home  

Tue & Thurs. 

Friday is day off 

Pastor Mark’s Cell 

331-465-9489 

Parsonage 

815-580-8553 

 

 

Christmas Holiday  

Church Office  

Schedule 

The church office  
will be closed on 

Wednesday,  December 25 
Thursday, December 26 

  

 

Whoever is generous to the poor 
 lends to the Lord, and he will repay 

him for his deed. 
 

Proverbs 19:17  
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Boy Scout Troop 181 

Get the best trees and wreaths in town at the 
Troop 181 Tree lot located at   

Perryville & Harrison in Rockford. 
 

We are now set up at the Christmas Tree Lot and have trees 
and wreaths for sale!  We have some beautiful Scotch pines 
and the traditional Fraser firs available.  You'll enjoy our   
selection this year!  The scouts will meet at Tree Lot for   
Tuesday evenings while the lot is open.  We will enjoy out-
side games and adventures and we're planning a campout 
there.  The Tree Lot will be CLOSED on Thanksgiving, so 
scouts can enjoy good times with their families.  We'll be 
open all day on the Friday thereafter.   
 

We encourage boys 11-17 to visit our Troop meetings and 
bring their parents.  We have stories to tell you!  Visit our 
website at http://www.bsatroop181.com.  You may call Terry 
Nichols, Scoutmaster, 815/540-5900 with all your Boy   
Scouting questions.  

Next Generation Ministries Mission Trip 
 

My dear friends in Christ,  
 

To further support and encourage Pastor Kim, I am planning 
a trip to Tanzania in July 2020.  July is a more temperate 
climate though still hot.  Also, the building project should 
be well underway. This trip will help us to better understand 
how to pray and support her ministry.  Her newsletters and 
Facebook posts are full of her energy and her heart! Her 
passion is undeniable! However one learns so much more 
by seeing it in person. It also means a great deal to a       
missionary when people come to see where they live and 
work!  
 

So, I am inviting you to join me!  
 I am extending the baton to you to learn about international 
missions.  It can and often is a life-changing experience.  
Here is the plan!  
 

Primary objectives:  

 To support and encourage Pastor Kim in her mission 
work.  

 To view her new campus; to understand its purpose; to 
understand its challenges.  

 To experience her work in one of the villages            
developing discipleship training. (Nifuate training)    

 To experience the daily life of the Tanzanian people in 
urban and rural areas.   

 To experience the walk of faith of missionaries  
 To grow more deeply in a personal relationship with the 

Lord!  
 To bring back to the church family what is learned; and 

how to pray for Pastor Kim!  
 

Length of Stay:  
14-16 days (July 13-July 27, 2020)   

5-8 days will be spent with Pastor Kim in Dar Salaam 
and at one of the villages.  

2-3 days in Zanzibar with Pastor Kim.  
2-4 days in Arusha/Serengeti National Reserve – Safari.  

 

Tentative cost: $3500 (estimate)   
*Flight: $1500 roundtrip  
*Visa:     $100 
Room & Board: $1000 (based on 12 days)  
Daily transportation/guide costs: $200   
Ferry:  $60  
Flight to Arusha/Serengeti:  $250 
Safari:  $300  
^Known cost from Morrison Travel Agency. All other costs 
are estimates. Pastor Kim is working on local costs.  
 

Interested but can’t quite afford it?   
The church has agreed to provide a designated amount of 
funding through its outreach component.   Individual sup-
port will depend on how many people choose to go.  If you 
are INTERESTED, please contact me soon.  I will be in 
Rockford during the Christmas holidays and we can meet to 
discuss details.  If you are not sure, and want to think about 
it, still contact me.   
Judylong1949@gmail.com   815-299-8637 
 

With God’s grace we grow together!  
 

Your grateful missionary!  Judy Long  

http://www.bsatroop181.com/
mailto:Judylong1949@gmail.com
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Sunday 
 

1 

8:00 am UMM 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
11:00 am Fellowship 

Monday 
 

2 
10:00 am Advent 
Bible Study 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
6:30 pm Advent 
Bible Study 
Deadline for 
ordering  
poinsettias  
 

Tuesday 
 

3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 

Wednesday 
 

4 

9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
6:30 pm Trustees  
7:00 pm Choir  

Thursday 
 

5 

3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

 
 

Friday 
 

6 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

Saturday 
 

7 

9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

8 

8:30 am Communion 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
11:00 am Fellowship 
Cookie Walk 
12:30 Methodist  
Women’s  
Christmas  
Party 

9 
10:00 am Advent 
Bible Study 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
6:30 pm Advent 
Bible Study 

10 

4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

11 

9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
7:00 pm Choir  

12 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
 
 
 

13 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

14 
9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

15 
8:30 am Communion 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
4:00 pm—5:30 pm 
Studio 3 Christmas 
Sing-Along & Luau 
Messenger  
items due 
 
 
 

16 

10:00 am Advent 
Bible Study 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
6:30 pm Advent 
Bible Study 
 
 

17 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

18 
9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
10:00 am Prayer 
Shawl 
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
7:00 pm Choir  

19 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
 
 

 

20 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

22 
8:30 am Communion 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
11:00 am Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

10:00 am Advent 
Bible Study 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
6:30 pm Advent 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

24 
7:00 pm & 11:00 pm 
Christmas Eve  
Candle Light  
Worship 

25 
Christmas Day 
Church Office Closed 

26 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
Church Office 
Closed 

27 
10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

28 
9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 
1:00 – 3:30 pm 
Studio 3 Group 
Class 
1:00—4:00 pm 
Private Event 
(Donna Layng)  

29 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
6:00—7:30 pm Studio 3 
Group Class 

30 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
 

31 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Messenger items are due to the secretary on the 15th of each month. 
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Pastor:  Mark Harkness 
 Secretary:  Nancy Laurent                                   

 

 Church Office Hours   
Tuesday – Friday  9:00 am – 1:00 pm   

Cherry Valley United Methodist Church 

112 South Cherry Street, P.O. Box 235 

Cherry Valley, Illinois 61016 

 
  

 

 

Sunday School @ 8:45 am for all 
ages.  September—May 
 

Sunday@ 9:45 am—Worship 
Sunday@ 11:00 am—Fellowship  
 

All are welcome! 
 
 

 


