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Grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

One of the many jobs that I had prior to ordination was as a city bus driver (a Huskie Bus) in 
DeKalb.  I drove the bus as while still a college student and then as a college graduate trying to 
figure out what to do with a sociology degree.  Even though the buses back then lacked air     
conditioning or even power steering, I enjoyed it.  I enjoyed the rhythm.  I enjoyed interacting 
with the passengers. 

One recurrent interaction involved a sign displayed above the inside of the front window – 
“Driver wears a seat belt for your safety.”  No other seats had safety belts.  The oft asked      
question was how does the driver’s seat belt contribute to the passengers’ safety.  I (and other 
drivers) would explain that in the event of a crash, the seat belt kept the driver in place to control 
the bus.  If the driver were to be displaced, the bus could careen out of control leading to other 
collusions and injuries. 

When I have house guests, I sometimes “joke” that I will have coffee in the morning for their 
safety. (I’m not a morning person.)  Sometimes we need reminded that it’s not only okay, but 
essential for others that we take care of ourselves. 

As we enter November and then December, many of us will feel the pull to yield to others 
expectations.  Holiday invitations won’t be limited to Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.  If 
we don’t attend to our own needs, we can easily be swept up into expectations that drain us or 
fray our nerves.  Often those expectations come from those closest to us.  Those closest to us feel 
the same demands: competing invitations from parents and in-laws, children and friends.        
Celebrations may become obligations, stripping them of the very joy intended. 

There’s an old saying, “You can please some of the people some of the time, but you can’t 
please all the people all the time.”  I don’t know if it’s even possible to please all the people 
sometimes (or even one time.)  Even Jesus couldn’t pull it off. 

In fact, Jesus didn’t take every invitation.  He’d take time to vanish up a mountain for alone 
time.  Why?  For our sake.  He acknowledged that if he didn’t take care of his own soul – if he 
were to get cranky and put upon – it would undermine his ministry and the gift of salvation that 
he came to share. 

So as we approach the busy seasons that are upon us, know that you have permission to pick 
and choose.  Likewise, you have the ability to bless others with that same permission rather than 
insisting that they attend to your expectations.   

(Continued on  page 2) 
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“But blessed is the one who trusts in the 
Lord, whose confidence is in him. They will 
be like a tree planted by the water that sends 
out its roots by the stream.                              

It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 
are always green. It has no worries in a year 
of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”

                Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NIV) 
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Members & Friends 
Sandra Baxter 
Violet Collier 
Joe Hunt 

Lela Lameyer 
Lyons Meyers 
Marlene Meyers 
Jim & Barb Whitlock 
 

Military Personnel 
Sean Conderman 
Tamara Duke 
Dan Harter 
Mark Kincaide  
 

Mission  
Pastor Kim & the Next  
Generation Ministry 
 

Those Who Mourn 
Lois Marander Family 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  If you have prayer concerns that you 
wish to express, please fill out a prayer request card located in 
the Prayer Chapel.  Please indicate how you would like your re-
quest shared via the check boxes at the bottom of the card and 
then place the concerns in the request box.  You may also  email 
your prayer requests to the secretary who will pass it on the 
Prayer Chain. 

That doesn’t mean there won’t be people we miss or who 
miss us.  But by being realistic about how much we are able 
to share of ourselves, we protect those same relationships.  
By no means do I intend to dissuade anyone from availing 
themselves of opportunities to gather together.  In the same 
way, I never intended to need the seat belt on the bus to 
keep me in place during an accident.  Nevertheless, it was 
good to know that it was there. 

That seat belt served another more routine and mundane 
purpose that may have actually prevented collisions.  We 
drivers relied on the seat belt to hold us in place so that we 
could apply the torque needed to the steering wheel to    
navigate corners. 

If holiday busyness isn’t your challenge, remember that 
God wants you to take care of yourself and your needs.  
Whereas society celebrates busyness to the point of         
exhaustion,  God prioritizes taking care of ourselves.  It’s so 
important that he made it a commandment to take at least 
one day to rest each week.  God invites you to make taking 
care of yourself a priority; not just for your sake, but for the 
sake and safety of those whom you hold dear. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Mark Harkness, OSL 

All are invited to join us for the second, third, and fourth 
Sundays of Advent for Holy Communion at 8:30 am.  
There will be a brief service before Sunday School.  For 
the first week of Advent, Holy Communion will be during 
our regular worship time.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Saturday, November 30, 2019 
3:00 pm 

 

Join in the fun of decorating the church  
for Advent and Christmas 

 

The Worship Team  
will be on hand to assist. 

 

Don’t miss the fun!   

Invite 

someone 

to church 

during the  

Advent & 

Christmas 

Season.   

It could 

become a 

habit!   

Advent Bible Study 
 

Pastor Mark Harkness will be leading an Advent 
Bible Study entitled “Pauses for Advent,” on  
Mondays, December 2—December 23.  Sessions 
are at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.   
 

The book focuses on one biblical word of wonder 
for each day of Advent, inviting individuals into a 
deeper understanding of Advent.  We will explore 

the lives and thoughts of 4 characters in the Christmas story, 
encouraging us to immerse ourselves in the dramatic story.  
 

Books are $10 each (including shipping). Please get your book 
order to Pastor Mark by November 11.  Books are also available 
on ePub or Kindle for $4.99.  Follow the link below to order on 
line. 
https://upperroombooks.com/book/pauses-for-advent/  

https://upperroombooks.com/book/pauses-for-advent/
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Rock River Valley Food Pantry 
 

Feeding Rockford One Meal At A Time 
 

Thank you for your continued support of 
the Rock River Valley Food Pantry.  The 
panty currently serves approximately 6,800 
clients per month.  You can help by bring-
ing your non-perishable foods and placing 
them in the basket located in the foyer of 
the church.   

 

CURRENT NEEDS LIST 

Canned Fruit                Applesauce           100% Juice                             
Canned Vegetables      Pasta and Rice      Cereal 
Peanut Butter               Tuna                      Soup  
 

PEANUT BUTTER ENDOWMENT 

The Rock River Food Pantry also has a Peanut Butter            
Endowment program in which charitable contributions of     
property, assets or funds are placed.  Endowments are creat-
ed for non-profit organizations in support of a specific goal.  
The Peanut Butter Endowment was created to purchase food 
to      distribute to our clients.  Join in this valuable cause by 
making a one-time or recurring donation. You may go to the 
web site at http://www.rrvp.org/peanut-butter-endowment/ 
and view the brochure outlining the program and you can 
donate on line.    
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Methodist Women 
 

The Women met following worship on October 13th. We 
began  by  reviewing some of the goals of the church for  
the upcoming Church Conference. We will strive to   
attend on November 17th.  
 

We humbly dispensed some of the money earned 
through the garage sale. We were pleased to offer funds 
to the Shoe Box Ministries for shipping of the boxes. 
Terri and Jordyn had prepared over a dozen boxes. Our 
thanks to them. Jordyn also presented a request from the 
nursery staff for supplies and equipment to increase the 
involvement of the youngsters in attendance. Staff 
would like to offer more curriculum to these youngsters 
during that time.  
 

The Methodist Women have agreed to once again     
supply Rock House Kids with Christmas stockings. We 
only supply stockings, they fill them. At the present time 
I have 80 stockings. Some left from late donations last 
year and some added during the year. This year they 
need 200 stockings!  The  collection box will be in place 
at the beginning of November.  
 

We also would like to continue the Annual Cookie Walk 
and have scheduled that for December 8th. So please 
mark your calendars and help us continue to serve in 
these endeavors.  
 

Our next meeting will be November 10th following   
worship. All women of the church are invited to attend.  
 

Donna Layng 

All Saints Remembrance 

We will celebrate All Saints Day 
on Sunday, November 3. During 
the worship service, we will have 
a special time in which we honor 
the Saints who have passed away 
this year.   If you wish to place a 
bell on the bell cross in memory 
of a loved one, you may bring 
your bell on  November 3.  Please 
try to keep the bells no larger than 
three inches.   
 

In order to have your loved one’s 
name placed on the list of         
Remembrance of Saints, please 
contact the church office @      
815-332-5075 or you may email 
churchinthevalley@comcast.net 

Historic Churches of Cherry Valley 
 
 
 

The Cherry Valley Public Library and the Cherry Valley 
Historical Society are showcasing the historic Cherry Valley 
Churches in the Woodside Room display case at the        
Library.   The featured churches are Cherry Valley United 
Methodist Church, St. Rita’s Catholic Church and the Free 
Will Baptist Church.   
 

The display includes photos, artifacts 
and a short history of the churches.  The 
earliest Services and Masses were held 
in the homes of the early settlers, but in 
1852 the first Methodist church was 
built on the site of the current church.  
The display will be available until No-
vember 16, 2019 at the   Cherry Valley 
Public Library, 755 E. State Street. For 
more information, 

Get Ready!  We need 200 stockings this year for the  

Rock House Kids !   

Start collecting now. 
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November  Worship  
Leader Schedule 

Sunday 
November 3 

Sunday 
November 10 

Sunday 
November 17 

Sunday 
November 24 

Liturgist Charlie Schnuckel Scott Layng Andrew Schwartz Keith Burritt 

Greeter Team LaVern Neff 
Jane Neff 

Mary Wilson 
Kathleen Sundberg 

Grace Harter 
Ann Harned 

Charlie Schnuckel 
Mary Wilson 

Usher Volunteer Dave Ward Dave Ward Keith Burritt 

Media Andrew Schwartz Patricia Irps Patricia Irps Matthew Hartman 

Fellowship Hosts Choir Methodist Men Mission Team Methodist Women 

 Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November  
Birthdays 
 

1 Hannah Flood 
3 Collin Coulter 
 Brian Coulter 
4 Joseph Dienberg 
7 Treven Murphy 
8 Maggie Louis 
11 Gary Conderman 
 Debora Seno 
12 Janet L. Bryant 
13 Don Kruger 
14 Tim Conderman 
 Angela DeWitt 
15  Zachary Brown 

21  Cally Ward 
23  Deb Gross 
24 Pat Newell 
26 James John 
 Brieah Grothman 

 
 
 
November 
Anniversaries 
6 Bill & Ann Harned 
10 Jim & Janet Bryant 

Membership Removal 
 

The annual Church Conference is November 
17 and at the meeting we will be removing 
names of people from our membership rolls.  
These are people who have moved away and/
or with whom we have had no                  
communications for many years and whose 
last known  addresses are invalid.  
 

Some of the names are:  
 

Julie Beach Alex Gardner 
Denise Porter Sarah Rasmussen 

                            Lynden Scott Rita Scott 
                            Christine Nyquist     Erik Schweitzer  
 

If you know any of these people and know they wish to remain 
as members, please have them contact the church office prior to 
the Church Conference date. 

Cherry Valley 
United  

Methodist 
Church  
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Upcoming Sermons  
 
 

Below is a schedule of the sermons and scripture       
readings that Pastor Mark will be presenting.  To  prepare 
yourself, please read the scriptures beforehand.  Printed 
copies of Pastor Mark’s sermons are available on the 
church website (cherryvalleyumc.com).  Click the      
worship tab. 
 

November 3 ................. What Disciples Do Series—9 
Call to Worship ........... Psalm 148 
Scripture Lesson .......... Ephesians 1:11-23 
Gospel ......................... Luke 6:20-31 
Message ....................... Disciples Affirm Resurrection Hope  
 
November 10  .............. What Disciples Do Series—10 
Call to Worship ........... Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
Scripture Lesson .......... Job 19:23-27a 
Gospel ......................... Luke 20:27-38 
Message ....................... Disciples Live By Faith 
 
November 17 ............... What Disciples Do Series—11 
Call to Worship ........... Psalm 118:14-29 
Scripture Lesson .......... Isiah 65:17-25 
Gospel ......................... Luke 21:5-19 
Message ....................... Disciples Take Their Faith Public 
 
November 24 ............... What Disciples Do Series—12 
Call to Worship ........... Luke 1:68-79 
Scripture Lesson .......... Colossians 1:11-20 
Gospel ......................... Luke 23:33-43 
Message ....................... Disciples Give Allegiance to Christ 

Pastor Mark’s Office Hours: 

Mondays—9:30 am - 1 pm 

Wednesdays– 9:30– noon 

Working from home  

Tue & Thurs. 

Friday is day off 

Pastor Mark’s Cell 

331-465-9489 

Parsonage 

815-580-8553 

Mission Trip  
 

Friends of Cherry Valley ~ You are invited to join me on a 
mission trip to Tanzania.  There is funding available for those 
that need support.  Here is the tentative outline.  
 

Primary objectives:  

 To support and encourage Pastor Kim in her mission 
work.  

 To view her new campus; to understand its purpose; to 
understand its challenges.  

 To experience her work in one of the villages developing 
discipleship training. (Nifuate training)    

 To experience the daily life of the Tanzanian people in 
urban and rural areas.   

 To experience the walk of faith of missionaries  
 To grow more deeply in a personal relationship with the 

Lord!  
 To bring back to the church family what is learned; and 

how to pray for Pastor Kim!  
 

Length of Stay:  
14-16 days (July 13-July 27, 2020)   
 5-8 days will be spent with Pastor Kim in Dar Salaam and 

at one of the villages.  
 2-3 days in Zanzibar with Pastor Kim.  
 2-4 days in Arusa/Serengeti National Reserve – Safari.  
 

Tentative cost: $3350  
*Flight: $1500 roundtrip  
*Visa:     $100 
Room & Board: $1000 (based on 12 days)  
Daily transportation/guide costs: $200   
Ferry: $50  
Flight to Arusa/Serengeti: $200 
Safari:  $300  
 

^Known cost from Morrison Travel Agency. All other costs 
are estimates. Pastor Kim is working on local costs for us.   
 

If you are interested, contact me or my sister, Mary Coulter.  
Deadline for final commitment will be no later than March 
1, 2020.   
 

With God’s grace we grow together!  Judy Long 
Judylong1949@gmail.com  

Thanksgiving 

Holiday  

Church Office Schedule 

The church office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 28 

Friday, November 29 
  

 

You will be enriched in every way  
so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.  

 
2 Corinthians 9:11 

mailto:Judylong1949@gmail.com
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Spiritual Insights 

 

By Jim Whitlock 

Job 33:4 “The spirit of God hath made 
me, and the breath of the Almighty hath 
given me life.” 
 
In the midst of Job’s suffering, he was 
rewarded a revelation of his faith by a   
revelation of the redeemer.   
 
Acts 2:1-2 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one place.   And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting.” 
 
John 20:19-22 “Then the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus 
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
you.   And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when 
they saw the Lord.  Then said  Jesus to them again, Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost” 
 
The only way that we can live a life of faith, a life of love, 
a life of peace, joy and power is a life full of the Holy 
Spirit. We see this better by studying the lives of the   
apostles.  They had the advantage of hearing Jesus teach 
and witness the miracles that Jesus performed through the 
Holy Spirit.  Yet they, even with this advantage, became 
frightened and hid their faith behind locked doors.  But the 
upper room experience changed the lives of these men.  It 
also changed the whole course of history.  The experience 
of receiving the Holy Spirit is an encounter that is       
available to any Christian.  The fulfilling of the Holy Spirit 
is a transforming experience that gives power to live a life 
full of the power of the Holy Spirit daily.   

 

 
May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy   
Spirit         

 Romans 15:13 

Scout Troop 181 
 
We ended September by tenting at the 
Stronghold Camp.  It poured rain on that 
Saturday morning, but they were        
prepared for that.  We did some great 
teams challenges in their spacious      
Retreat Center.  After preparing lunch in 
our campsite in the pavilion, we decided 
to try the High Ropes Course.  The rain 

held off and we all got to climb, balance up high, and zip line 
back down.  Great fun! 
 

On October 1st, we entertained 17 Cub 
Scouts at the Webelos / Arrow of Light 
open house at Cherry Valley's fire   
station #2.  That was nice!  The next 
Tuesday meeting entailed some rope 
work.  The youth, and some adults, got 
to learn how to tie a monkey fist knot, 
or a Turk's Head knot.  That was challenging.  Then, we 
looked at a presentation on 4  different Scout Camps.  The 
scouts voted for their favorite.   
 

We're going to Camp Napowan, 
near Wild Rose, WI in July 
2020.  The next meeting was a 
movie night.  We erected a big 
screen in the fellowship hall and 
watched The Secret Life of Pets 
2 on a Tuesday evening.  On two 
weekends of October, we hung 
door hangers in the Village, and 

collected groceries-Scouting For Food Good Turn Project.  At 
the end of the month, we had a Halloween costume contest; 
and at another meeting, we carved pumpkins. Creativity 
abounds!  The leaders of the Troop hosted an outing for the 
Webelos / Arrow of Light Cub Scouts at MacQueen Forest 
Preserve.  It's an extended opportunity for prospective Cubs to 
learn about the Boy Scouting opportunities. 
 

November begins with a Troop Court of Honor.  We'll get our 
families together to recognize our youth for their                
accomplishments, and a few adults as well.  We'll be setting 
up the Christmas Tree Lot and 
have trees and wreaths for sale,    
beginning November 16.  We'll 
have some beautiful Scotch 
pines and the traditional  Fraser 
firs available.  You'll enjoy our       
selection this year!  For the   
majority of November, the 
scouts will meet at the Tree Lot 
for Tuesday evenings. The 
scouts will enjoy outside games and adventures. Actually, 
we're planning a campout there during November.  The Tree 
Lot will be closed on Thanksgiving, so scouts can enjoy good 
times with their families.  We'll be open all day on the Friday 
thereafter.   
 

We encourage boys 11-17 to visit our Troop meetings and 
bring their parents.  We have stories to tell you!  Visit our 
website at http://www.bsatroop181.com.  You may call Terry 
Nichols, Scoutmaster, 815/540-5900 with all your Boy  
Scouting questions. 
 

 
 

Annual Church Conference  
 

November 17 
 9 am to 10 am.   

Worship to follow  
 
 
 

Please make every effort to attend.   

http://www.bsatroop181.com/
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Sunday 
 

 

Monday 
 

 

Tuesday 
 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

 
 

Thursday 
 

 
 

Friday 
 

1 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

Saturday 
 

2 

9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

3 

8:00 am UMM 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
11:00 am Fellowship 
All Saints Sunday 
 
 
 
Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 

4 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
 

5 

4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

6 

9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
6:30 pm Trustees  
7:00 pm Choir  

7 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
 
 
 

8 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

9 
9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
11:00am—4:00 
pm Private Event 
(Mary Coulter)  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

10 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship 
11:15 am Methodist 
Women 
 
 

11 

6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
 
 

12 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

13 
9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
10:00 am Prayer 
Shawl 
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
7:00 pm Choir  

14 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
 
 

 

15 

10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
Messenger items 
due 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

17 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:00 am Church  
Conference 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
 
 
 

19 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

20 
9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
7:00 pm Choir 

21 
3:45 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

22 
10:30 am Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 

23 
9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 
1:00 – 3:30 pm 
Studio 3 Group 
Class 

24 
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Worship  
11:00 am Fellowship 
Child Baptism 
 
 6:00—7:30 pm Studio 
3 Group Class 

25 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
 

26 
4:45 pm Studio 3 
5:15 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Studio 3 
5:45 pm Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm Studio 3 
 

27 
9:00 am Bible Study 
@ CV Café  
3:00 pm Studio 3 
4:00 pm Studio 3 
5:00 pm Studio 3 
5:40 pm Studio 3 
6:15 pm Cub Scout 
Pack # 429 
7:00 pm Choir 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving Day 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 
Church Office 
Closed 

30 
9:00 am  
Gamblers  
Anonymous  
9:00 am Studio 3 
10:00 am Studio 3 
10:45 am Studio 3 
12:30 pm Studio 3 

Messenger items are due to the secretary on the 15th of each month. 
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Pastor:  Mark Harkness 
 Secretary:  Nancy Laurent                                   

 

 Church Office Hours   
Tuesday – Friday  9:00 am – 1:00 pm   

Cherry Valley United Methodist Church 

112 South Cherry Street, P.O. Box 235 

Cherry Valley, Illinois 61016 

 
  

 

 

Sunday School @ 8:45 am for all 
ages.  September—May 
 

Sunday@ 9:45 am—Worship 
Sunday@ 11:00 am—Fellowship  
 

All are welcome! 
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